KEYNOTE OPENING SPEECH BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF
TANZANIA AT THE TANZLII - OPEN ACCESS TO LAW IN
TANZANIA SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE, DAR ES SALAAM,

18 AND 19 SEPTEMBER, 2024

Fellow Tanzanian and African Judges, Distinguished Guests

from Africa and abroad, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ am deeply honoured to be here today, and I would like to express
my sincere gratitude to AFRICANLII and the organizers of this
conference for inviting me to deliver the keynote address. The
theme of this conference, "TANZLII - Open Access to Law in
Tanzania: Sustainability of Government-Provided Open Access to
the Law," is not only timely but also critical to the future of our
justice system and the broader socio-economic development of our

nation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I sincerely thank Mariya Badeva, AFRICANLII Director and LAWS-
AFRICA Co-founder, for inviting me to officiate and deliver the

keynote speech at this Conference.
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Thank you again for recognizing my unequivocal support of the
Tanzanian Legal Information Institute (TANZLII) and my role in
ensuring Tanzanians and the whole world have unhindered access

to the laws and decisions of the courts of Tanzania.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would be insincere if I fail to recognize the continuous
encouragement, support, and mentorship TANZLII has so far
received from AFRICANLII, Faculty of Law University of Cape
Town, and you, Mariya Badeva, both in person and in your

capacity as AFRICANLII Director.

TANZLII continuously learns to improve from other online displays
of decisions by the judiciaries of Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria, and
South Africa to reach the heights TANZLII is today. TANZLII will
not sit on its interim laurels but will emulate eminent futurist and
philosopher Alvin Toffler, who once said, “The illiterate of the 21st
century will not be those who cannot read and write, but those

who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.”



Ladies and Gentlemen,

AFRICANLII has come out of its way to help TANZLII collect,
digitize, and upload decisions dating back to 1980. Since TANZLII
is the only open-access website providing a complete collection of
judgments and legislation from Tanzania, Judges, Magistrates,
lawyers, law students, academic researchers, and other users
must also help to identify decisions that miss out from TANZLII to

upload.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ hope, while the Judiciary of Tanzania will ensure TANZLII
continues to improve by learning, unlearning, and relearning, we
hope both professionals and ordinary Tanzanians will resort to
mammoth online data TANZLII offers to become the literates of the

21st Century.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Looking back, we have every justification to celebrate how TANZLII
has opened access to laws and court decisions in Tanzania and the
world community. In 2016, when the Judiciary of Tanzania began
to implement its first five-year strategic plan, and the first phase

of the Citizen-Centric Judicial Modernization and Justice Service
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Delivery Project, one of the challenges facing the Judiciary of
Tanzania calling for urgent reform was the lack of law reports and
inaccessibility of statutes, high court and court of appeal
decisions. We had to benchmark and learn from other judiciaries
how to make publicly available court decisions and revive the

Tanzania Law Reports, last published in 2006.

Visits and benchmarking began in June 2019, when the Judiciary
appointed a team comprising select members of the Registered
Trustees of Tanzania Law Reports, its Secretariat, and personnel
drawn from the ICT Unit and Directorate of Case Management
(DCM) to undertake a benchmarking and study visit to Namibia,
Nigeria, and South Africa to equip the Team with skills to enable
them timeously compile Law Reports that meet international

standards.

They learned the standardized way of collecting, compiling, editing,
and publishing other law reports and integrating the law reporting

process in the country into existing technological platforms.

In 2019, the Judiciary of Tanzania created TANZLII, a legal
research website to facilitate free and open access to the laws of

Tanzania, a variety of Tanzanian legal materials, including case
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law from the courts of record, legislation, and the Tanzania gazette.
TANZLII has incorporated Tanzania Law Reports as part of the

database of judgments.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Making open access to the law through TANZLII goes hand in hand
with its sustainability. I want to let you know the secret of the

success and sustainability of TANZLII so far.

Apart from indefatigable support from AFRICANLII, the grit and
dedicated staff currently managing TANZLII deserve more
accolades than we give. Dedicated, albeit lean staff, are the nuts

and bolts of the success and sustainability of TANZLII.

On 23 June 2022, Mariya Badeva-Bright (AFRICANLII Director),
you wrote a letter commending and appreciating Hon. Kifungu
Mrisho Kariho and Salum Rashid Tawan, the nuts and bolts that

make TANZLII tick.

Your words, which I beg to quote, correctly observed that in this
era of open access to law, judiciary leadership provides a thriving

environment for the nuts and bolts to deliver results like TANZLII:



“...in the short space of two years, the TANZLII
coordinators managed to operationalize the TANZLII
website, train and enlist the support of a wide network
of judicial research officers to upload judgments while
continuing to personally endorse the quality and
diverse range of content served on the website. Their
approach to mobilizing the existing resources of the
Judiciary to develop a brand-new successful public-
facing service has set an example of excellence in public
service to be followed by other African countries. The
Hon. Kariho and Mr. Tawan have displayed exceptional
leadership qualities and dedication to TANZLII and the
digitization of law, deserving of the highest

commendation.”

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Every reform initiative requires key drivers and sustainers. We
must celebrate the roles of Hon. Kariho Mrisho (Director of the
Library) and Salum Tawan, who were part of the 2019 bench-
marking team and formed the first building blocks for staff

uploading and maintaining the TANZLII.



We cannot exhaustively enumerate every possible benefits we get
from TANZLII. Online judicial decisions guarantee the

transparency and accountability of the entire justice system.

For Tanzania, TANZLII manifests how the Judiciary of Tanzania
not only gives effect to the right of access to information, which the
Constitution of Tanzania guarantees to the citizens, but it also
implements the Access to Information Act, 2016 [ACT No. 6 of
2016]. TANZLII reflects the judiciary’s accountability,

transparency, and public participation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This Conference today and tomorrow is fittingly about open access
to law in Tanzania, but the sustainability of that access is equally
important. The importance of free access to the law cannot be
overstated. The rule of law is the foundation of any just society,

and for the law to govern effectively, it must be accessible to all.

Citizens need to understand their rights and obligations, lawyers
require access to serve their clients, and businesses must be able

to navigate the legal landscape with confidence. In this regard,



TANZLII has been a transformative force, making legal information

readily available to all who seek it.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Many obvious advantages come from open access to the law

through the TANZLII medium. Mariya Badeva-Bright and Dr.

Oluwatoyin Badejogbin identified these advantages in their article,

FREE ACCESS TO LAW IN AFRICA:
“The State needs access to its laws to function, citizens to
know their rights and obligations, the lawyers to advise
their clients, and the media to scrutinize the actions of
those that govern. Accessing national laws should not be
difficult, but this is not the case in many African countries.
Resource constraints have left large gaps in the published
law of many African nations. Judges, government officials,
private lawyers, academics, and students often do not
have any access, even commercial, to the law of their land.
Lack of access to the law disempowers citizens. Without
public access to information, citizens cannot know and
protect their fundamental rights. Furthermore, it defeats
transparency in judicial government business. Without

checks and balances on public power, a country cannot



have effective institutions, thus threatening access to

justice.”

Achievements of TANZLII

Since its establishment in 2019, TANZLII has made significant
strides in ensuring that our legal materials are accessible and
transparent. The platform's integration of the Tanzania Law
Reports and its comprehensive database of over 50,000 judgments
and 1,000 pieces of legislation have positioned TANZLII as an
indispensable resource for legal professionals, judges, government
officials, and the public at large. In 2022, TANZLII had 469,052
visits, and 699,378 in 2023. As of yesterday (17/09/2024),

TANZLII had 971,542 visits.

However, while we celebrate these successes, we must also
recognize opportunities for growth and the challenges that lie
ahead. The operation of TANZLII has so far relied on commitment
and passion of two coordinators, Hon. Kifungu Mrisho Kariho and
Salum Rashid Tawan. We face hurdles such as underfunding,
technological limitations, and the need for continuous skill

development.



To address these challenges, it is imperative that we foster stronger
collaboration among government departments, NGOs, the private
sector, and our international partners. Together, we must develop
sustainable funding models, invest in technology, and build
governance structures that will ensure TANZLIl's continued

SUCCESS.

I encourage all participants to engage fully in these discussions, to
share your experiences and insights, and to work together to
develop a sustainability roadmap for TANZLII that can serve as a

model for other nations in our region.

TANZLII Should reach out to ordinary people of Tanzania

So far, TANZLII has been of immense assistance to Judges,
Magistrates, Lawyers, Advocates, Law Students, Academia, and
other professionals in their research. We should remember, if I
may use the language of the United Nations Commission on Legal
Empowerment of the Poor, that Law must work for everyone, not

just professionals.
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I hope, very soon, TANZLII will expand its horizon and extend its
value to ordinary people of Tanzania, most of whom appear in
court without legal representation and with limited support of legal
information in TANZLII. With the advent of rapidly evolving
Artificial Intelligence and machine learning, it is no longer fiction
to imagine making TANZLII an ordinary people’s law library and a
self-help hub for unrepresented litigants or any person who wants
free legal advice. Artificial Intelligence, machine learning, and the
ever-growing TANZLII data should spur our imagination to move
beyond the professionals to empower ordinary citizens to access

legal information.

Conclusion

In closing, I want to reaffirm the judiciary's unwavering
commitment to supporting TANZLII and all initiatives that promote
access to justice. I have great hope that the discussions and
outcomes of this conference will lead to concrete actions that will

benefit our justice system and our nation as a whole.

Thank you once again to the organizers, and thank you to all the
participants for your dedication to advancing the cause of justice
in Tanzania. I look forward to the fruitful discussions ahead.

Asanteni sana.
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