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OPENING SPEECH BY PROF. IBRAHIM HAMIS JUMA, CHIEF
JUSTICE OF TANZANIA
AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON
COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARKS AND CASE MANAGEMENT
DAR ES SALAAM TANZANIA
26™ JUNE, 2024

Dr. Marco Aleman, WIPO Assistant Director General,
participating virtually,

Hon. Justices of the Court of Appeal of Tanzania present,

Hon. Justice Francis Tuiyott, Judge of the Court of Appeal,
Kisumu-Kenya and Justice of the Court of Appeal of Tanzania
present,

Hon. Mustapher Mohamed Siyani, the Principal Judge of the

High Court of Tanzania,



Hon. Daniel Alexander, Judge of the High Court of England and
Wales and Judges of the High Court of Tanzania present,

Ms. Altaye Tedla, Head of IP e-learning section, WIPO Academy,
participating virtually,

Prof. Paul Torremans, Lecture of WIPO Academy, participating
virtually,

Hon. Eva Nkya, Chief Registrar of the Judiciary of Tanzania,
Hon. George Hillary Herbert, Registrar of the Court of Appeal of
Tanzania,

Hon. Chiganga Tengwa, Registrar of the High Court of Tanzania,
Ms. Ines Fernandez Ulate, Legal officer WIPO Judicial Institute,
IP and Innovation Ecosystems Sector,

Mr. William Erio, Director General of Fair Competition
Commission of Tanzania (FCC),

Ms. Doreen Sinare, CEO of Copyright Office in Tanzania,

Mr. Seka Kasera, Deputy Registrar of IP and Head of Trade and
Service Marks Section representing the CEO of BRELA in
Tanzania,

Hon. Deputy Registrars and Resident Magistrates present,

Ladies and gentlemen.



1.0

2.0

3.0

It is with great pleasure and a deep sense of responsibility that
I welcome you all both physically and virtually to this Judicial
Colloquium on Copyright, Trademarks, and Case Management,
organized jointly by the World Intellectual Property

Organization (WIPO) and the Judiciary of Tanzania.

This colloquium's significance in discussing intangible rights in
a developing country like Tanzania, where the majority are more
concerned with protecting their physical properties and assets,
cannot be overstated. Intangible properties and assets like
patents, literary and artistic works, copyrights, trademarks,
goodwill, trade names, symbols, industrial designs, new plant
varieties, and digital software deserve as much judicial
protection by Judges and Magistrates as any physical assets

like land, houses, and machinery.

As we gather here today in Dar es Salaam, we are poised to
embark on a journey of knowledge sharing and collaborative
learning, aimed at enhancing our judicial practices in the realm

of intellectual property (IP) law.



4.0 Allow me to warmly welcome the distinguished officials from the

5.0

World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), the esteemed
judges from England and Wales, and those from Republic of
Kenya. Your physical and virtual presence here illustrates the
role of WIPO as a global forum for cooperation, information
sharing, and good practices on intellectual property among
national and regional judiciaries. I salute the valuable role
WIPO has played in providing services that enable creators,
innovators, and entrepreneurs to protect and promote their
intellectual property across borders and the forum you provide

for addressing cutting-edge intellectual property issues.

I acknowledge initiatives and support in intellectual-property-
oriented projects beneficial to the United Republic of Tanzania,
which WIPO has undertaken since Tanzania joined WIPO in
1983. In the typical cautious approach to new frontiers
judiciaries worldwide take, the judiciary of Tanzania’s
engagement with WIPO came much later than the executive arm

of the United Republic of Tanzania.



6.0

7.0

This colloquium is a testament to the belated engagement which
started with the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
by the Judiciary of Tanzania and WIPO in 2021. Thank you
Director General of WIPO DAREN TANG for formally inviting
JoT. It brings back fond memories of the visit by our judiciary
delegation, led by the Principal Judge, Hon. Mustapher
Mohamed Siyani, to WIPO Headquarters in Geneva November,
2023 a visit that led to remarkable achievements and fruitful

engagements.

Mr. Marco Aleman, Assistant Director General, you are
particularly virtually but you are most welcome to visit Tanzania
physically—we say KARIBU TANZANIA. Please convey my
appreciation to Mr. Daren Tang, Director General of WIPO, for
inviting receiving our delegation from the Principal Judge of the
High Court of Tanzania, Hon. Mustapher Mohamed Siyani.
Following the Principal Judge’s visit to WIPO headquarters, the
Director General wrote me a letter reiterating WIPO’s
commitment to continue exceptional collaboration with the

Government of Tanzania and the Judiciary of Tanzania in



8.0

9.0

promoting and protecting IP rights for all national stakeholders.

He wrote:

“WIPO deeply values its longstanding cooperation with the
government and people of Tanzania, having collaborated in
several areas, including in the development of a National
Intellectual Property Policy and strategy for both mainland
Tanzania and Zanzibar, the development of an IP and Branding
and strategy for Zanzibar cloves and several other capacity
building programmes which have seen the participation of

Tanzanian stakeholders.”

This judicial colloquium in Tanzania builds on the foundation
laid by the WIPO Intellectual Property Judges Forum in 2022,
where a delegation from our judiciary participated. That annual
forum illustrated the role of WIPO in creating a platform for
exchanging information and practices among national and
regional judiciaries, addressing issues of common concern in
the adjudication of IP disputes. This two-day colloquium in Dar

es Salaam continues that tradition, recognizing the diversity of



judicial approaches and the inherent systemic and procedural

differences within our distinct legal and economic frameworks.

10.0 The Judiciary of Tanzania has begun to enjoy benefits from its
exceptional cooperation with WIPO. Integrating the Judiciary of
Tanzania website and WIPO Lex expanded the IP legal materials
for decision-making by Judges and Magistrates of Tanzania.
WIPO operates WIPO Lex, a worldwide database that provides
access to intellectual property (IP) court decisions, laws, and
judicial systems of various jurisdictions accredited by the WIPO.
Lawyers, law students, Judges, and magistrates in Tanzania
can easily search IP court decisions, statutes, and judicial
approaches to IP matters from various jurisdictions. Thank you,
WIPO, for empowering our judges and magistrates to effortlessly
search and reference court decisions, enhancing our

adjudications' quality and consistency.

11.0 We all agree that the 21st Century is fast-paced, with so many
new frontiers requiring judiciaries to keep pace. There is no
doubt that, in the coming years, intellectual property litigation
will continue to break new boundaries. I would like once again
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to urge the World Intellectual Property Organisation to continue
to empower the Judiciary of Tanzania to fairly adjudicate
Intellectual Property matters in the second quarter of the 21st
Century. Driven by rapidly changing modern technologies and
artificial intelligence, the second quarter of the 21st Century will
witness  frontier-breaking creations and innovations.
Judiciaries will increasingly be relied upon to protect the
intellectual property rights of the creators, inventors, and
innovators. I entirely agree with those like Francelina Perdomo
Klukosky (Software Startup lawyer), who insist that protecting
intellectual property is a 21st-century must-do dream of

SUCCESS.

12.0 Distinguished participants, we are all familiar with a cliché or a
saying that the World Bank is a “Knowledge bank,” holding a
rich array of developmental knowledge, research, and practical
experiences that can inform development agendas, policies,
laws, and new projects across the globe. The same cliché
extends to the World Intellectual Property Organisation, WIPO

is a bank of intellectual property knowledge and experience. I



urge Judges and Magistrates of Tanzania to open maintain
accounts in WIPO bank of intellectual property knowledge &

skills!!!

13.0 Judges and Magistrates of Tanzania, we now have Artificial
Intelligence Software, Transcription and Translation Software—
TTS, allowing us to translate the vast IT knowledge of WIPO now
in English readily accessible to ordinary Tanzanians in Swahili.
You are aware that with technical assistance from Almawave, a
leading Italian company in Artificial Intelligence, natural
language analysis, and Big Data solutions, the Judiciary of the
Republic of Tanzania developed an automatic transcription and
translation software (TTS) that transcribes court proceedings in
Swahili and automatically translates the Swahili version into
English. With that transcribing and translating software, the
Judiciary of Tanzania has intellectual property rights to
transcribe Swahili court proceedings and translate them into
legal English. With close technical assistance from ALMAWAVE,
members from the Judiciary of Tanzania used artificial

intelligence systems to teach ALMAWAVE’s algorithms



hundreds of hours of different pronunciations, accents,

cadences, and dialects specific to the Swahili language.

14.0 Judges and Magistrates of Tanzania, we have some heavy work

15.0

ahead of us of teaching our Transcription and Translation
Software—TTS, to understand & translate IP terms and phrases
from English to Swahili and vice versa, all to enable the majority
of Swahili-speaking Tanzanians to enjoy both IP justice and also

WIPO’s knowledge depositories.

[ urge Judges and Magistrates participating in this colloquium,
as the salient areas of the two-day programme empower you to
navigate salient areas as IP Adjudication, Trademark
Protection, Copyright Protection, Evidentiary Requirements,
and Presumptions, always look at the overall big picture of
equally using your decisions to educate and empower ordinary
Tanzanian to understand their IP rights in an increasingly

competitive world.
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16.0 I believe this experience-sharing colloquium will highlight the
opportunities and challenges developing country judiciaries
face and what they need to strengthen the judicial

administration of IP disputes in developing countries.

17.0 As Tanzania moves towards an upper-middle-income status,
the need for more robust protection of IP rights grows. The
judiciary has witnessed a notable increase in IP-related
disputes, reflecting the growing awareness and utilization of IP
rights. This trend underscores the need for Judges, Magistrates,
and a judicial system that can respond swiftly and fairly to IP

infringement cases.

18.0 Distinguished participants, I am delighted that judges and
magistrates who successfully pursued the General Distance
Learning Course on IP offered by the WIPO Academy are
participating in this colloquium. For instance, WIPO Academy
enrolled Justice Stephen Murimi MAGOIGA in the Distance
Learning General Course on Intellectual Property for Judges
from 12 September 2023 to 06 November 2023. Justice Dr. Paul
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Kihwelo of the Institute of Judicial Administration and Deputy
High Court Registrar Upendo Ngitiri have always kept me up-
to-date with attendance by Tanzanian judges and magistrates
in judicial seminars on copyright, trademarks, and alternative

dispute resolution, which WIPO offered.

19.0 Despite your tight court schedules, | commend Judges and
Magistrates for your commitment and dedication to enhancing

your IP knowledge.

Conclusion

20.0 In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the recent
modernization reforms the judiciary of Tanzania has
undertaken fit very well with the judiciary's role in safeguarding
I[P rights. The Judiciary of Tanzania leverages modern
technologies to enhance court operations and improve
efficiency. Interventions through technologies include an
electronic case management system (e-CMS), transcription and
translation software (TTS), a data hub, virtual courts, electronic
recognition of Advocates permitted to practice in Tanzania (e-
Wakili), and an electronic library.
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21.0 As we commence this colloquium, I encourage all participants
to engage in the sessions actively, share insights, and
contribute to the rich tapestry of knowledge we will share.
Through such collaborative efforts, we can advance our judicial
systems and ensure we administer IP justice matters efficiently,

fairly, and consistently.

22.01 declare the Inaugural judicial colloquium on copyright,
trademarks, and case management open. Let us seize this
colloquium moment to learn, share, and grow as custodians of

justice in the dynamic field of intellectual property law.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION
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